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Officers 
   

Exalted Ruler — Debra Mello 
Leading Knight — Karen Wells 
Loyal Knight — Rod Riggins 

Lecturing Knight — Jack Lasserot, PER 
Secretary — Don Hall, PER 

Treasurer — Tom Gravink, PDD 
Tiler — Joyce Plaskett  
Esquire — Josh Mello 

Chaplain — Hope Tapia 
Inner Guard  —  Bob Jones 

 

Trustees 
   

1 Year Trustee — Ken Breckenridge 
2 Year Trustee — Denise Tabor   

3 Year Trustee — Open 
4 Year Trustee — Ron Smith 

5 Year Trustee — Donna Riggins 
 

Exalted Ruler’s Final Message 
 

The past twelve months have gone by so fast. Admittedly, not fast 

enough at times but despite the challenges, I have truly enjoyed the 

experience. The Elks is one of the greatest organizations around and 

the charitable work we do as Elks never seizes to amaze me. The 

people I have had the opportunity to meet and work with have made 

all the time and effort I have put in worthwhile.  

 

As with most Exalted Rulers, I started the year with goals. Number 

one goal was to be more profitable. We did cut some of our losses 

but, there is still work to be done. The Lodge and bar turned a profit but our dining operations 

continue to run at a loss. There is still work to do in this area.  

 

This past year we brought back some old functions such as Cinco de Mayo and the Luau. We 

even started some new ones like Birthday Nights. Wednesday and Friday night dinners continued 

with inconsistent numbers but averaging 35 per night. Sadly, we had to cancel some of the 

planned dinner/dances due to lack of Member support.  

 
Speaking of Birthday Night, mark your calendar for March 20 for the fourth and final 
scheduled Birthday Night. Thank you for the RSVP’s so we had enough food for 
everyone.  If you are a member in good standing and your birthday falls between 
January 1 and March 31, you are entitled to a free dinner, but you must RSVP to get a 
FREE dinner.  Invite all your family and friends to attend and celebrate your birthday with 
you.  Cost will be $15.00 per person.  RSVP to the office by March 13 and let them know 
how many will be attending.  If you know the total in your party, we can reserve a table 
for you.  Remember this dinner is for ALL members and an RSVP will guarantee you a 
meal even if it is not your birthday. 

 

Our Bingo operation continues to be a shining star. Without bingo, we would not be able to 

continue with all the charitable works we support. Such as, our youth programs, veterans and our 

local communities. I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you who 

donated your time unselfishly to work the bingo operations each and every week. 

 

To those Members who supported our functions and attended Lodge nights, I thank you. Again, 

we need to increase our membership to get more participation. As our membership declines, this 

makes it harder to become a profitable and successful Lodge. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank the Membership for the opportunity to serve as your Exalted Ruler. I 

would also like to thank the Lodge Officers for their support and the Committee Chairmen for their 

dedication and hard work. I wish all the luck and success to incoming Exalted Ruler Karen Wells 

and her Corp. of Officers. 

 
Past State Vice Presidents 

   
Tom Gravink – 1980-81 
Herb Caudill – 1988-89 
Bob Doud – 1991-92 

Marty Mello – 2009-10 
 

PDDGER 

   
Tom Gravink – 1985-86 

Bob Doud – 1993-94 
Marty Mello – 2011-12 

 

“THE BUGLE” 
  

…is the official publication published 
monthly by  

Woodland Elks Lodge No. 1299, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 

of the USA  
 

500 Bush Street,  
Woodland, CA 95695 
Office 530 662-9138 

Lounge 530 662-4861 
elks1299office@wavecable.com 

  
Catering Hall Rental    

530 662-9138    
catering@wavecable.com 

  
Office Hours 

9:00am to 4:00pm  
Monday thru Wednesday and Friday 

 8:30am to 12:30pm Thursday 
  

Lounge Hours   
4:00pm-10:00pm on Wednesday 

4:00pm-9:00pm on Friday 
2:00pm-6:00pm on Saturday 

Closed on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday 

www.woodlandelks.org 

mailto:catering@wavecable.com


Message from the Esteemed Leading Knight – Karen Wells  
 

  
I would like to thank everyone who participated in the 2015-2016 Calendar Meeting. 
We have some fun things scheduled and if anyone has a function or event they would 
like to suggest, we have room for more. 
 
Our Installation of Officers is just around the corner and we are still needing one more 
Trustee. If anyone is interested in helping the day-to-day operations of our lodge 
please contact me, the office, or one of our Officers. 
 
Looking forward to seeing all of you on March 29th!  
 

  

Esteemed Loyal Knight – Rod Riggins 

 

 

The last article in the Bugle stated that I was leaving the Officers core! I did not catch that one and remove it in 

time. 

 

And due to a change in circumstances and support from friends and family that want me to 

remain an officer, I'm going to stay on for at least one more year.  

I will try my best to help keep our lodge going.  

I also had promised to support Debra and Karen both during their terms in office! 

I'm looking forward to working with all of you this next year! 

 

Your 

Loyal Knight 

Rod T. Riggins Sr 
 

 

 Woodland Elks Lodge Member Blood donations 
 

On February 5, 2015, George Berrettoni was recognized by the Blood Source 

organization for achieving an amazing level of commitment and generosity.  At the 

Woodland Elks Lodge Blood Drive, Chairman Miles Jensen presented thank you gifts 

from the Blood Source organization to Mr. Berrettoni.  

 

What started during his college days, as a simple act of donating a pint of blood for a 

community acquaintance with leukemia, has now turned into a life style.  Through a 

combination of donating whole blood and platelets for over more than 30 years, Mr. 

Berrettoni has reached the astonishing equivalent of 521 pints of blood given for the 

benefit of his neighbors in Woodland and Davis. 

 

After years of committing to rising at 6:30 AM, every other Friday morning and going to the Davis Blood Source center for platelet 

donations, Mr. Berrettoni continues to be a regular donor at the Woodland Elks Lodge blood drive.  As a self described, tax preparation 

professional in the middle of tax season, as well as a life-long Elks Lodge member, Mr. Berrettoni says it is very satisfying to realize the 

benefit that the donation of a pint of blood can have in the local community. The Woodland Elks Lodge blood drive, active since 1947, 

now accommodates both whole blood and platelet donations. 

 

On behalf of the hundreds of people who have benefited from his tremendous personal generosity, we are proud to say” thank you and 

well done, George Berrettoni.” 

 

Miles Jensen, Blood Bank Chairman 

 

 



 

 

Woodland Elks Lodge 1299 

500 Bush Street 

Woodland, Ca  95695 

 

The Officers and Members 

Cordially invite you and your guest to the 

Installation of 

Exalted Ruler Karen Wells 

And the 2015-2016 

Corps of Officers 

Saturday, March 29, 2015 

No Host Cocktails 3pm 

Installation 4pm 

Dinner to follow 

$15 per person 

 

R.S.V.P. by Friday, March 20, 2015 

Lodge (530)662-9138 

Business Attire or Lodge Uniform 

 

Elected Officers for Lodge Year 2015-2016 

Exalted Ruler Karen Wells 

Esteemed Leading Knight Jack Lasserot 

Esteemed Loyal Knight Rod Riggins 

Esteemed Lecturing Knight Dave Althausen 

Secretary Don Hall PER 

Treasurer Joyce Tauzer 

 

       Officers Appointed by the ER Elect        Continuing Trustees 

       Esquire Dave Buse                               1 Year Trustee Denise Tabor 

       Inner Guard Joyce Plaskett                   2 Year Trustee Ken Breckenridge 

       Tiler Aaron Kameyer                           3 Year Trustee Ron Smith 

       Chaplain Hope Tapia                          4 Year Trustee Donna Riggins 

 

 

 



Americanism 
 

Please come down to see our Veterans Wall in the East Bar. If you haven’t done so already, bring a 

photo of yourself while you were in the service. Inform us your branch, time of service, rank, war or 

campaign. This would apply to all who are deceased as well, so find that picture of your spouse so 

that it can be proudly displayed among the other heroes at our Elks Lodge. This project is coming 

along nicely. If you would like to assist with this patriotic project, call Romeo Losoya PER at 530-

867-5125. As long as there are Veterans, the Elks will never forget them! 
 

Romeo Losoya PER 

 

Elk of the Month for January 
 

Exalted Ruler Debra Mello presented 
Sister Joyce Tauzer 

her certificate for being selected as 
Elk of the Month for January. 

She helps a lot with a last minute notice 
from Mid-term to Friday Dinners. 

If you need help she will volunteer. 
Congratulations Sister Joyce Tauzer. 

Keep up the good work 

 
Exalted Ruler’s Accolade Corner 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who pitched in to help in February.  Please recognize 

them for the dedication and hard work when you see them at the Lodge. 
 

Phil Abele, Dave Althausen, John Armus, Linda and Rod Battaglia PER, Donna Borba, Trustee Ken 

Breckenridge, Dave, Debbie and Kaitlyn Buse, Marilyn Carroll, Mark Christison, Brian Christison, Faye DiDio, 

Gene Dinger, John Dyer, Pete Echols, Dave Eddy PER, Malcolm Fenner PER, Brian Flemmer PER, Alan 

Flory, Donna and Richard Freitas, Joann Fritz, Jim Fuller, Kay Gasson, Tom Gravink PDD, Ann Guerrero, Don 

Hall PER, Bill Hurt PER, Dennis Huitt, , Pam and Steve Huntington, Wanda Jones,  Aaron Kameyer,  Barbara 

Larson, Esteem Lecturing Knight Jack Lasserot, Joyce and Romeo Losoya PER, Craig Lowart PER, Karl 

Maahs, Laurie Mathews, Jeff Mcguire PER, Esquire Josh and Shalynn Mello, Marty Mello DL, Bruce Newman 

PER, Tiler Joyce Plaskett, Tom Pattison, Linda and Dennis Puccetti, Jim Rathbone, Esteem Loyal Knight Rod 

and Trustee Donna Riggins, Trustee Ron Smith, Trustee Denise Tabor, Chaplain Hope Tapia, Marilyn and 

Gary Traynham, Mary Ann Tuccori, Joyce Tauzer, Jon and Francine Tuscher, Larry Vogelesang, Esteem 

Leading Knight Karen Wells, Michelle and Doug Wharton, Enid Williams, Patti Workman, Dave Wyrsch PER, 

Sharon Youngmark.   
 

As you can see, there were a lot of people who helped in February.  If I missed your name, let me know. Just 

remember, we all appreciate the hard work you did and the Lodge couldn’t survive without you. 

 



  
COMMITTEEMEN’S DINNER 

 Friday, March 27, 2015 
Dinner 7pm 

By Elk Grove Lodge and crew 
Please RSVP so they know how much to cook 

 

This year’s Committeemen’s Dinner will be held on Friday, March 27 at 7pm. I would like to thank all who worked 

on any Elks event this year. You are welcome and encouraged to attend this hosted appreciation dinner. This 

dinner is for all the volunteers who helped this past year. We have tried to send out invitations to everyone. If you 

did not receive one, please plan to attend the dinner if you served on any committee or cooking crew. You must 

RSVP by March 20 to the office in order to attend this dinner. We will be giving out awards to various people, 

announce Elk of the Year and Officer of the Year. The members for Elk Grove Lodge will be cooking a Roasted 

Pork Loin Dinner for us.  

 

  
 

 

  



 

Old Timers Night 
 

Wednesday, March 11, 2015 
Dinner 6:30pm 

By Jeff McGuire and crew 
Please RSVP so they know how much to cook 

 
The Old Timers dinner will be Wednesday, March 11 at 6:30pm We will have corned beef and cabbage 
cooked by Jeff McGuire PER and crew.  If you are receiving a pin that evening, your dinner is on the 
house.  Any member with 20 years or more experience as an Elk pays $5.00. Everyone else pays 
$15.00 which is still a deal!  Please invite your spouse, guest or any possible new member to this 
dinner. Everyone is welcome. 
 

 
20 Year Pin 
Steve Chriss 

Spencer Defty 
Kenneth Kinser 
Curt Leathers 
Bernel Lloyd 
Steven Lowe 
John Mello 

Bill Plumb III 
Lee Scott 

 
 

25 Year Pin 
Hugh Brennan 
Robert Dettling 

Craig Lowart PER 
Fred Manas 
Barry Melton 
Bill Spurlock 

Gary Walgenbach 
 
 

30 Year Pin 
Dave DeKreek 

Gene Dinger 
John Donker 
Edwin Eichler 

Brian Flemmer PER 
Andy Nantz 
Carl Prutch 
Wayne Rudi 
Cliff Simes 

Jeff Youngmark 
 

35 Year Pin 
Delbert Anderson 
Dennis Gorman 

Neal Peart 
 
 
 

40 Year Pin 
George Berrettoni 

Kenneth Breckenridge 
David Edgington 

Bert Grant 
Jonnie McGrew 
Robert Santoni 

John Van Doren 
 
 

45 Year Pin 
James Aboytes 
Thomas Brock 
Bob Doud PDD 
Richard Freitas 
Greg Gartung 
Jimmy Howard 

Gerry Kappeler 
Raymond Kotyluk 

Bruce Lange 
Gary Malcolm 
William Reid 

George Wistos 
Jerry Wright 

 

50 Year Pin 
Lowell Alger 

Bill Boots 
Robert Bush 

Gary Christison 
Gerald Gimenez 
John Johanson 

William Maddocks 
 
 
 

55 Year Pin 
Ted Carrion PER 

Lawrence Dinsdale 
Kenneth Han 
Lauris Norton 

Wendell Range 
Robert Sternes 
David Van Zee 

 
 
 

60 Year Pin 
Raymond Colombara 

Franklin Gardner 
 
 
 

65 Year Pin 
Fred McGrew Jr. 

Elmer Plocher 
 



 

 

  

Taco Tuesday 
March 17 

 5:30pm -7:00pm 

 

Bring a friend and/or perspective new 

member. 

Come down and enjoy the best tacos in town. 

 

Margaritas $ 3.00 - 

Tacos $2.00 

 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNERS FOR FEBRUARY 

 

  

March 6 Steak Sandwich 

March 13 Hamburgers 

March 20 Birthday Night 

March 27 Committeemen’s Dinner 

 

Please remember to RSVP to dinners and events and purchase 

tickets in advance so we can control our costs and plan 

accordingly. Also, don’t forget that everyone is invited to all 

dinners so please bring your family, friends, and especially 

prospective members!  

Dictionary/Kindle Program 
During the month of February, the Woodland Host Lions, Reveille and Yolo Sunset Lions Clubs, along with the Woodland Elks 

started visiting the 11 schools in Yolo County and gave away over 800 dictionaries to third graders. This program is to 
encourage students to read and to get one of nine Kindle Fires. There will be a drawing at each school where three Kindles per 

school will be given away. All grades were involved per the request of school principals. To enter the contest, each student 
who reads a book at or above grade level and had a 80% comprehension of the book read will be given a ticket to be placed in 
a drawing held in March after the contest period. Contest period was 2/1/14-3/1/14. Comprehension for each book was based 

on Accelerated Reader (AR). This is a school computer program that evaluates book comprehension.  
 I would like to thank Don Hall PER for volunteering to go to each school and hand out the dictionaries. 

 
Norm Silva, Frank Dunn, Eduardo Gonzales, Freeman Principal, Jim Fuller, Ernie Roncoroni, Debra Mello ER, & Dave Buse 

 

 
Tafoya Principle Alison Kasta, Frank Dunn, Norm Silva, Jim Fuller & Don Hall 

 
    



 

PER CRAB FEED 
March 7  

Dinner 7:30 
 

There are a lot of crab feeds in Woodland, but 
none compare to the PER crab feed which will 
be held on Sat March 7th. Fresh crab, prawns, 
pasta, salad, antipasto trays  wine on the 
table, great music, dancing, server 
entertainment , “crab boy” and great raffle, all 
for the best price in town of $38.00 per person. 
Tickets are now on sale through the office. The 
only change is that we are accepting cash and 
checks only, no credit cards. Also as a 

reminder, wine bottles brought in will be 
charged a $10.00 corkage fee. Don't do what I 
did last year and wait to get tickets, cause I 
didn't get the tickets I needed....they were 
gone! See you at the best crab feed in town! 
 

SOLD OUT EVENT 
 

 

 

Birthday Night Dinner 

Friday, March 20, 2015 

 

Enchilada Dinner will be  

served 6pm – 7pm 

Price $15 per person 

If your Birthday falls between 

January 1, 2015 and March 31, 2015 

Birthday Dinner is FREE  

(MEMBERS ONLY) 

Bring your family and friends to 

 celebrate your Birthday! 

In order to get a FREE 

Birthday Dinner you must 

 RSVP by March 13 

 and let the office know how many people   

will be attending your  party.   

You will be  required to show your  

membership card. 

 

 

 

If you don’t RSVP then you will have to pay for the dinner. 

THE GREAT HUNT 2 

 

On Sat April 4th the Woodland 

Elks will be hosting The Great 

Easter Egg Hunt 2 at the Yolo 

County Fairgrounds.  Last year’s 

event was so successful that we 

were given grant money to do it 

again. Last year was a learning 

experience. I have 19 easy to fix 

changes to make for this year 

that will make it an even greater 

success. We had 48 members help with this event. This 

is the first call for help. We will need as many if not more 

to implement the changes we need to make. I am 

hoping the Emblem Club ladies, the Tale Enders, the 

PER'S and the general membership help support this 

community event. We have a job for everybody. There 

will be a volunteer sign-up sheet in the office or you can 

call me anytime. Thank you in advance for your support. 

This event really puts the Elks on the map as the 

premier charitable organization in Woodland.                                                    
Rod Battaglia, PER     

2015 Elks Family Campout 
Sept 25 & 26 

 

Howdy Campers!   
 
Are y’all ready for another ELKS Campout? I know 
you’re thinking WHAAA…it’s February! We need to 
get our reservations made. So mark your calendars 
for September 25 & 26.  This year we will be heading 
West to OLEMA CAMPGROUND near Point Reyes.  
We are unable to make a large group reservation 
without a large deposit.   
 
Therefore, anyone who wishes to participate in this 
year’s campout, please call Trish Koplin as soon as 
possible to make your deposit and reserve your 
space. The deposit is $50.00 
and covers your first night. 
We have 23 spots on hold 
until March 15th.  So if you’d 
like to be next to your 
campin’ buddies, make that 
call ASAP.  To make your 
reservation, call Trish Koplin 
at (530) 662-5367. 
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Put your 

ad here 

 

Edward Jones 
Making sense of Investing 

Stocks-Bonds                  Kevin C Haarberg 
Insured CD’s                  Mike Russell 
Retirement Plans           Financial Advisors 
Mutual Funds 

173 Court St              530-662-
7390 
Woodland, CA  95695  

 
  



 
 
 
 ACTIVE PAST EXALTED RULERS  

1966-67 Ted R. Carrion (Mary) 
1972-73 Thomas Gravink (Jane) 
1973-74 Romeo Losoya (Joyce) 
1974-75 William Southard (Maddie)  
1975-76 William Hartwig (Vicki) 
1976-77 Bob Alspaugh (Pat) 
1977-78 Al Soga 
1981-82 Herb Caudill 
1986-87 Bob Doud (Joanne) 
1987-88 Rod Battaglia (Linda) 
1989-90 Carl Rocksvold (Danielle) 
1993-94 Jeffrey McGuire 
1994-95 Jon Tuscher (Francine)  
1995-96 Roy Drilling (Patricia) 
1997-98 Craig Lowart (Pam) 
1999-00 David Wyrsch  
2000-01 Juan Garcia Jr. (Leisah) 
2001-02 Perry Niehues (Carole)  
2002-03 Bill Hurt (Fran) 
2003-04 Malcolm Fenner (Chris) 
2004-05 Marty Mello (Debra) 
2005-06 Dave Eddy (Kathy) 
2006-07 Don Hall (Joyce) 
2007-08 Brian Flemmer (Debbie)  
2008-09 Bruce Newman (Pam) 
2009-10 Brian Flemmer (Debbie) 
2010-11 Rod Battaglia (Linda) 
2011-12 Garlyn Aday (Dorene) 
2012-13 Steve Gravink (Debbie) 
2013-14 Rod Battaglia (Linda) 

  

2014-2015 Committee Chairmen 

 
Auditing and Accounting – Bob Doud PDD 

Bingo – Rod Battaglia PER, Jim Fuller, John Dyer 

Americanism – Denise Tabor 

Blood Bank – Miles Jensen and Bruce Newman 

PER 

BLT – Open 

Business Practices – Don Hall PER 

Drug Awareness – Bob Jones 

Flag Day – Malcolm Fenner PER 

Government Relations – Bob Doud PDD 

Hoop Shoot – Open 

Indoctrination – Marty Mello DL 

Information Technology – John Fabiani 

Insurance & Safety – Rod Smith 

Investigation – Bob Jones and Donna Riggins 

Lodge Activities – Josh Mello 

Major Project – Karen Wells 

Membership – Sean Denny 

Membership Retention – Don Hall PER 

Memorial Services – Tom Gravink PDD 

National Foundation – Don Hall PER 

Public Relations – Gary Traynham 

Ritual – Rod Battaglia PER 

Scholarship – Don Campbell 

Scouting – Craig Lowart, PER 

Veterans – Ann Del Castillo-Vernon 

Youth Activities – Brian Flemmer PER 

 

 
 

Ellis “Bill” Rose, a Proud Navy 

veteran of the  

Korean War,  

an Elk, a golfer and an honorable 

man. Loyal to family and  

our great country. 

God Bless America. 
 

 
 

     Happy Birthday! 
Bring this coupon in for two 

free well birthday drinks 
during the month of  

March 2015,  
show your paid up 

membership card with proof  
of your birthday. 

 
Name:  
______________________ 

 
Birth Date:   
______________________ 

 
 Member #: 
_______________________ 

 

 

March Birthdays 
 

3 James Aboytes 

Gene Dinger 

Karen Wells 

4 Roger Smith 

6 Donald Campbell 

Donald Jordon 

7 Joe Cristler 

9 Lauris Norton 

10 Douglas Koebel 

11 Bryan Barrios 

Hans Hanson 

Roger Landucci 

E. Lee Refsland 

    12 Patrick Imbach 

14 Fred Manas 

17 Herman Bennett 

Melvin Winn 

18 Tracy Spence 

James Swanson  

19 Joyce Plaskett 

John Ramos 

Craig Tadlock 

20 Donald Lafollette 

Charles Langston 

Kenneth Wegner 

21 Raymond Perkins 

23 David Edgington 

Polo Esparza 

25 Raymond Kotyluk 

27 Philip Abele 

Billy Cunningham 

29 Mathew Banes 

30 Wendell Range 

Jon Reimer 

31 David Eddy 

John Ramos 
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Upcoming events: 
March 4       Sirloin Beef Tips 
March 6       Steak Sandwich 
March 7       PER Crab Feed 
March 11     Old Timers Night 
March 13     Hamburgers 
March 17     Taco Tuesday 
March 18     Pork Steak 
March 20     Birthday Night 
March 25     Swiss Steak 
March 27     Committeemen’s Dinner 
March 29     Installation of New Officers 

 


